
Impacts of Europe's changing climate
— 2008 indicator-based assessment

Joint EEA-JRC-WHO report

EEA Report No 4/2008

JRC Reference Report   No JRC47756



Cover design: EEA
Cover photo © 
Left photo © Stockxpert
Right photo © EEA
Layout: EEA

European Environment Agency
Kongens Nytorv 6
1050 Copenhagen K
Denmark

Legal notice
The contents of this publication do not necessarily reflect the official opinions of the European Commission 

person or company acting on behalf of the Agency is responsible for the use that may be made of the 

All rights reserved

Environmental production

— Environmental Management Certificate: ISO 14001 

Paper

Printed in Denmark

REG.NO. DK-000244



Contents

Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

Contents

.................................................................................................... 5

.................................................................................................................... 9

Executive summary .................................................................................................. 11

Introduction ............................................................................................................ 20

Purpose and scope 20
20
21

2 The climate system and human activities ............................................................ 23

Introduction 2
The past 800 000 years 25
The past 10 000 years until 150 years ago 25
The past 150 years 26

3 Observed climate change impacts ....................................................................... 28

......................................... 31

1
2
4
4

5 An indicator-based assessment ........................................................................... 37

7

60
76
2

102
111
124

5
14

6 Adaptation to climate change ............................................................................ 161

161
16
164

........................................................ 167

167
16
17
176



Contents

4 Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

178
17
182
18
187

0
2

........................................................ 193

5
202

Glossary ................................................................................................................. 208

............................................................................................................. 213

.............................................................................. 242



5Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

Report coordination

Contributors by chapter/section

Summary 

Chapter 1 Introduction

Chapter 2 The climate system and human 
   activities

Chapter 3 Observed climate change impacts

Chapter 4 Climate change impacts: what the 
   future has in store

Chapter 5 An indicator-based assessment

Section 5.1 Introduction

Section 5.2 Atmosphere and climate

Section 5.3 Cryosphere



6 Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

Section 5.4 Marine biodiversity and 
  ecosystems

Section 5.5 Water quantity, river floods and 
   droughts

Section 5.6 Freshwater quality and 
  biodiversity 

Section 5.7 Terrestrial ecosystems and 
  biodiversity

Section 5.8 Soil

Section 5.9 Agriculture and forestry



7Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

Section 5.10 Human health

Chapter 6 Adaptation to climate change

Chapter 7 Economic consequences of climate 
   change 

Chapter 8 Data gaps, uncertainties and future 
   needs

Editing

Report support assistance

Members of the Advisory Group



8 Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

National focal points and primary contact points 
on climate change review

Other expert review



Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment



10 Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment



11

Executive summary

Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

Executive summary
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Adaptation to climate change 

Integration of adaptation into sectoral 
policies

Economic impacts 

social change and economic 
development

 changing 
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Improved monitoring and reporting

Improved attribution methods for impact 
assessments

Improved understanding of socio-economic and 
institutional aspects of vulnerability and adaptation

Improved and coordinated scenario analysis of 
impacts and vulnerability 
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Northern Temperate Southern

Section   Indicator Arctic and 

boreal

Maritime

climate

Central/

eastern

Mediterranean

obs/scen obs/scen obs/scen obs/scen

5.2 Atmosphere and climate

Global and European temperature 

European precipitation o/o –/–

Temperature extremes in Europe

–/– –/– –/– –/–

Precipitation extremes in Europe

Storms and storm surges in Europe o/o o/o o/o

Air pollution by ozone

5.3 Cryosphere

Glaciers –/– –/– –/–

–/– –/– o/–

Greenland ice sheet –/–

Arctic sea ice –/–

Mountain permafrost –/– –/– –/– –/–

5.4 Marine biodiversity and ecosystems

Sea-level rise

Sea surface temperature

Marine phenology 

(Arctic and boreal), temperate (maritime climate, central/eastern) and southern 

More information on good practices and avoiding 
mal-adaptation

Develop information exchange mechanisms 
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Northern Temperate Southern

Section   Indicator Arctic and 

boreal

Maritime

climate

Central/

eastern

Mediterranean

obs/scen obs/scen obs/scen obs/scen

5.5

–/–

o/–

o/– o/–

5.6

Water temperature

Lake and river ice cover –/– –/– –/– –/–

Water quality

5.7 Terrestrial ecosystems and biodiversity

Distribution of plant species 

Plant phenology

Distribution of animal species 

Animal phenology

Species-ecosystem relationships –/– –/– –/– –/–

5.8 Soil

Soil organic carbon

Water retention

5.9

Timing of the cycle of agricultural crops

Crop-yield variability

Water requirement

Forest fire danger

5.10 Human health 

Heat and health

Water- and food-borne diseases

7

Normalised losses from river flood
disasters

management

–/– –/–

Biodiversity and ecosystem goods and 

Energy

Heating and cooling demand

(Arctic and boreal), temperate (maritime climate, central/eastern) and southern 
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Source:
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Arctic

Decrease in Arctic sea ice coverage
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Introduction

1 Introduction

1.1 Purpose and scope 

The 2007 Fourth Assessment Report from the UN 

of increases in global average air and ocean 

The IPCC concluded further that 'most of the 
observed increase in global average temperatures 

Box 1.1 IPCC Fourth Assessment (2007)

since the mid-20th century is very likely due to 
the observed increase in anthropogenic GHG 
concentrations' and 'continued GHG emissions at or 

induce many changes in the global climate system 
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1.3 Outline
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2 The climate system and human 
activities

2.1 Introduction

a     Reflection of solar radiation*  b     Absorption of IR radiation
b by greenhouse gases**

c     Radiation balance***
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Note: The atmospheric CO
2
 concentration is the result of many processes that produce and/or remove CO

2

2

2

Source: Denman et al.
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2.2 The past 800 000 years

Figure 2.3 Antarctic temperature change and atmospheric carbon dioxide concentration 

(CO
2
) over the past 800 000 years
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Source: Lüthi et al.

2.3 The past 10 000 years until 
150 years ago 
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Note:

Source: Jansen et al.

2.4 The past 150 years

et al.
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Note:

Source:
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Observed climate change impacts

3 Observed climate change impacts

Note:

Source et al. et al.

– 0.2 0.2 1.0 2.0

Temperature change (°C) 1970–2004Observed data series

Number of terrestrial biology data series

Terrestrial

Agriculture

Marine

Cryosphere
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Coastal processesFreshwater

Biological systems Physical systems
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Note:

Source: Parry et al.
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Note:

Source:

Droughts

Greenhouse gases Aerosols

Permafrost melt Sea level

Infrastructure                             Food Health

Forest fires

Floods

A B

A B

A B

an increase in A leads to an increase in B

an increase in A leads to an decrease in B

an increase in A can lead to either an increase or a decrease in B

        Fossil fuel combustion     Deforestation               Cattle             Fertiliser use

Forest growth Water quality

Temperature

Biodiversity 
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4.1 Scenarios

et al.

A1.

that peaks in the mid-century and declines 

a substantial reduction in regional differences in 

three groups that describe alternative directions 

distinguished by their technological emphasis: 

A1B
balanced is defined as not relying too heavily on one 

improvement rates apply to all energy-supply and 

A2. The A2 family describes a very heterogeneous 

development is primarily regionally oriented and 

Box 4.1 The IPCC Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES)

B1.

material intensity and the introduction of clean and 

B2.

Source:
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4.2 Projected global climate change 
impacts

temperature in the 21st century

Note:

Source: Parry et al.
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21st century

Note:

Source: Parry et al.
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time and from the concern that adaptation rates of 

of vulnerability to and impacts of climate change has 

than assessed in the IPCC Third Assessment Report 

Temperature increases can trigger climate feedbacks 

At a temperature rise of more than 2 C above 
Main sources:

temperature increase of less than 2

2 C and could be irreversible if the temperature rise is 

of less than 2 C above pre-industrial levels is likely 

ecosystems to adapt to rapid climate change is 

Further research is needed to better quantify the 
risks of exceeding the 2

4.4 Limiting damage by mitigation and 
adaptation
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The risk of large-scale discontinuities or non-inearities 
has been identified by IPCC as one of five 'reasons 

of their potentially very large consequences for 

or abrupt change? If a system has more than one 

t' is 

One of the large-scale discontinuities relevant for 
Europe is the possible deglaciation of the West 

contribution due to at least partial deglaciation of 

level may rise over the next 1 000 years or more on 
average by 7 m from Greenland and about 5 m from the 

examples of possible non-linear effects are the 
progressive emission of methane from permafrost 

climate-driven transitions from one ecosystem type 

these processes is as yet limited and the chance of 

et al. et al.

et al.
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Note:
2

Source: Den Elzen et al.
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5 An indicator-based assessment

5.1 Introduction

General

Links to other EEA indicators
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1

Data and information sources for this report

Presentation of indicators
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5.2 Atmosphere and climate 

5.2.1 Introduction

circulation at mid latitudes that directs the oceanic 

of this circulation pattern are one of the main 

region is expressed by the North Atlantic Oscillation 

the high-pressure system near the Azores and the 

mechanism of the short-term dynamics is connected 

Box 5.1 Atmospheric circulation patterns in Europe

variations are linked to atmosphere-ocean-ice 

The seasonal anomalies have direct impacts 

been considerably more variable from year to year 

processes and the limited ability to represent this in 

Ocean has global impacts on decadal and longer-term 
variability and can cause precipitation and temperature 

NAO index (station)

1860 198019601940192019001880 2005

2

0

– 2

Note:

Source: Updated from Hurrell et al.
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Key messages 
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5.2.2 Global and European temperature
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Relevance

Past trends

Photo: © Stockxpert

et al.

Projections
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Source:

Note:

Source: Christensen et al.

et al.

et al

–1.8 –1.6 –1.4 –1.2 –1 –0.8 –0.6 –0.4 –0.2 0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2 1.4 1.6 1.8 2
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Observed temperature change over Europe during the period 1976–2006 
Left: annual mean; middle: winter (DJF); right: summer (JJA)
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climate variables such as near-surface temperature 
can also be estimated using the so-called reanalysis 

assimilation system to combine historic data from 

results can be used to assess climate change and 

European Centre for Medium-Range Weather 

National Weather Services and the European 

Estimated temperature changes across Europe in 

Global reanalysis provides a basis for regional 

data to support studies of local climate change and 

Box 5.2 Climate reanalysis

An advantage of the reanalysis methodology is 

the additional information that a model-based 

is very useful for estimating sparsely observed 

et al.
International Conference on Reanalysis Conference 

et al.

there is huge potential for further progress and 

Note:

Source:

-10
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0.5
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4
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Key messages 

there are uncertainties in the magnitude and 

Note:

Source:

5.2.3 European precipitation
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Note:

Source: Christensen et al.

Past trends

et al.

Projections

et al.
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Key messages 

Source:

5.2.4 Temperature extremes in Europe
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Note:

Source:
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et al.

extremely unlikely event under current climatic 

more frequent during the second part of the 21st 

leading to an advection of hot air from the south 

converted to heat because of the soil and vegetation 

Source:
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precipitation extremes such as heavy rain 

meteorological drought conditions did not 

Key messages 

Source:

5.2.5 Precipitation extremes in Europe
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20th century

Note:

Source:

1900 1925 1950 1975 2000

0

20

40

60

%

Past trends

et al.
et al.

Projections



An indicator-based assessment

52 Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

Note:

Source:
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human consequences of drought can be found in 

et al.

of Europe and can develop over short periods of 

and types of drought are: 

Meteorological drought: departure of precipitation 

Box 5.4 Drought

capturing both drought condition and human 

Precipitation is the primary factor controlling the 
origin and persistence of drought conditions for 

and the environment result from a combination 
of the intensity and duration of drought events 

is not constrained by international boundaries 

droughts may become longer-lasting and more 
severe in current drought-prone regions because of 

Source:

Drought duration
Weeks ………………Months…………………Years………………………Decades

Meteorological drought

Hydrological drought

Agricultural drought

Socio-economic drought
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levels along most vulnerable European 

coastlines of the North Sea and Mediterranean 

Key messages 

continuing the broad pattern of observed trends 

number of storms and an increase of the strength 

a significant increase in storm surge elevation 

for the continental North Sea and south-east 

Note:

Source: Matulla et al.
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et al.

et al.

et al.

Projections 

Note:

Source: van der Hurk et al.
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Note:
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10°W 0 10°E 10°W 0 10°E

60°N

55°N

50°N

60°N

55°N

50°N

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.61.41.21 0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.61.41.21
Change in metresChange in metres



An indicator-based assessment

57Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

an increase in average ozone concentrations in 

long-lasting and spatially extensive episodes of 

Key messages 

and illustrate the expected more frequent 

exceedances of the ozone information threshold 

levels may result in current ozone abatement 

5.2.7 Air pollution by ozone 

Note:

Source: Andersson et al.

Relevance et al.,

O3 1958-2001 O3 1979-2001

Trend in tropospheric ozone concentrations due to climate variability and climate change 

Left: 1958–2001; right: 1979–2001
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Note:

Source: Van Dingenen et al.

et al.

Past trends

et al.
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et al.

Projections

et al.,

et al. et al.

et al.

Source: Van Dingenen et al.

60°50°40°

30°

30°

20°

20°

10°

10°

0°

0°-10°-20°-30°

60°

60°

50°

50°

40°

40°

0 500 1000 1500 km

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

Values between – 1 and + 1
are represented by an open
circle, which has the color
of the larger interval they
belong to

Contribution of
temperature change to
the change in ozone 
exceedance days from
period 1993–1996 to
period 2000–2004



An indicator-based assessment

60 Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

5.3 Cryosphere

5.3.1 Introduction

Selection of indicators

ice sheets

Snow

Sea ice

permafrost

Glaciers, ice caps and seasonal lake ice

Indicators and vulnerability

Data and info sources
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5.3.2 Glaciers

increase in average summer air temperature 

could reduce the existing glacier cover of the 

Key messages 

climate change nearly all the smaller glaciers 

and one third of the overall glacier area in 

It could cause natural hazards and damage to 

Note:

Source:
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Relevance
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et al.
et al.

et al.
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5.3.3 Snow cover

Key messages 

Note:

Source:
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Map 5.15 Observed change in spring 

Note:

Source:

Past trends 

et al.

et al.

et al. et al.,

et al.

et al.

et al.

et al.
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Projections

et al.

et al.,

et al.

Note:

Source: et al.
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5.3.4 Greenland ice sheet 

from being in near mass balance to losing about 

outlet glaciers to the sea accounts for more of 

ice sheet to global sea-level rise is estimated at 

Key messages 

melting ice sheets have the largest potential to 

the faster movement of the glaciers are poorly 

understood and there is a lack of long-term 

Note: The rectangles depict the time period of the 

Source: Thomas et al.
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et al.

Projections 

Photo: © John McConnico
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Note:

Source: Updated from Steffen et al.
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5.3.5 Arctic sea ice 

shrink and may even disappear at the height of 

Key messages 

and is expected to affect ocean circulation and 

but also increase pressures and risks to the Arctic 
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Map 5.17 The 2007 minimum sea-ice 

extent

Note: The extent of the summer sea ice in September 

Canada-Greenland and out into the north-east 

Source:

Past trends 
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Note:

Source: Nghiem et al.
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Note:

Source: Updated from Stroeve et al.
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5.3.6 Mountain permafrost 

Key messages 

Warming and melting of permafrost is expected 

to contribute to increasing the destabilisation 

and maintenance problems in high-mountain 

a mountain range containing 

Note: Permafrost is present in the blue area bordered by a 

Source:

go/graphic/mountain-permafrost-patterns-and-
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Note:
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5.4 Marine biodiversity and ecosystems

5.4.1 Introduction

et al.

North-east Atlantic

et al.,

Baltic Sea

et al.

Mediterranean Sea
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2

storage medium for carbon dioxide and the amount 
stored in the ocean depends on its concentration in 

2

-

2-

CO
2 2

in the ocean and thus increase the concentration of 
H

industrial revolution and simulations for the next 

et al.

2

used to form the supporting skeletal structures 

decrease in ocean pH is seen as particularly severe 
because it has been relatively stable for the past 

doubling the atmospheric CO
2
 concentration suggests 

the possibility of a complete undersaturation of 

et al.

difficulties in building and maintaining their external 
et al.

et al.
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5.4.2 Sea-level rise 

from satellites and tide gauges indicate a higher 

average rate of global SLR in the past 15 years 

21st century suggest an additional SLR of 

Key messages 

coastal zones 

European tide-gauge stations 

Note:

Source:
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Note:

Source:

Table 5.3 Average sea-level rise in some European seas (satellite observations) 

Source:
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Figure 5.20 Projected global average 

Note:

Source:
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Box 5.6 Long-term sea-level rise: insights since IPCC AR4 
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While the appreciable contributions from thermal 

gravity changes induced by the melting of land-based 
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Due to the complexity of the problem and the possible 
overlap of natural processes and those induced by 
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5.4.3 Sea surface temperature

seas is increasing more rapidly than in the 

in all European seas during the past 25 years 

Key messages 

has been about 10 times faster than the average 

rate of increase during more than the past 

25 years is the largest ever measured in any 

European regional seas
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Note:
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Past trends

Projections 

et al.,

et al.

Photo: ©
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5.4.4 Marine phenology

many marine organisms in European seas to 

appear earlier in their seasonal cycles than in the 

Key messages 

– increased vulnerability of North Sea cod 

because genetic changes require several 

Note:

Sources:
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Relevance

et al.,

et al.

Past trends 

Projections 

The 'Continuous Plankton Recorder'
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The oceans are thought to absorb one third 
-1

emissions of CO
2
 because phytoplankton use CO

2
 for 

responsible for removing carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere through photosynthesis and transferring 

and thus any change has consequences for all other 

season has occurred in the North Sea and eastern North 

changes in sea surface temperature and the NAO index 

et al. et al.

remains poorly understood but the different regional 
responses can be partly explained by variations in the 

et al.

Note:

Source: Updated from Reid et al. et al.
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5.4.5 Northward movement of marine species

Key messages 

species of fish have been observed and may 

regulations in the EU include allocations of quotas 

Note: Zenopsis conchifer Cyttopsis roseus

Source: Quero et al.
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Note:

Source: Update of Beaugrand et al.
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et al. et al.
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Past trends

et al.
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The changes in marine species observed in the 
Baltic Sea do not fit into the general pattern of 

are driven by climate-induced changes in precipitation 

that changes have already been large enough to affect 

Salinity in the Baltic has decreased steadily since 

Baltic Sea 

Gadus morhua Clupea
harengus Sprattus sprattus
particularly sensitive to reduced salinity — at levels 

species for cod larvae Pseudocalanus acuspes also 

continuing increases precipitation and decreases in 

and abundance of cod and other marine species is 

ecosystem may be taken over by more brackish and 

et al.

Zenopsis conchifer

et al.

Dicentrarchus labrax
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et al.
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droughts

5.5.1 Introduction
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5.5.2 River flow

These changes are linked to observed changes in 

southern and south-eastern Europe and increase 

Key messages 

Map 5.22 Modelled change in annual river 

Note: The map is based on an ensemble of 12 climate 

Source: Milly et al.
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Note:

Source:
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Note:

Source:
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5.5.3 River floods

Although a significant trend in extreme river 

number of flood events over recent decades 

results mainly from better reporting and 

Key messages 

intensify the hydrological cycle and increase 

the occurrence and frequency of flood events 

of changes in flood frequency and magnitude 

Source:
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et al.

Past trends 

et al. et al.
et al. et al.

et al.

et al.
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Note:

Source:
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5.5.4 River flow drought

increased the frequency and/or severity of 

Key messages 

the frequency and intensity of droughts in 

many regions of Europe as a result of higher 

Source: Hisdal et al.
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Source: Lang et al.

Relevance

Past trends 

et al.

et al.

et al.
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et al.

Projections 

Note:

Source:

are more difficult to predict as they depend strongly 

et al.

2
 pressures and increased 

et al. et al.
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5.6.1 Introduction

physical changes

chemical changes

biological changes

Reduced oxygen content

Less ice cover, 

More stable vertical stratification and less mixing 
of water of deep-water lakes

Eutrophication.

Change in timing of algal blooms and increase of 
harmful algal blooms

Alterations to habitats and distribution of aquatic 
organisms

et al.
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5.6.2 Water temperature

of some European rivers and lakes increased by 

Key messages

selected European rivers and 

Water temperature (°C)
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et al.

et al.

et al.

et al.

Photo: © European Environment Agency

Projections

et al. et al.
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5.6.3 Lake and river ice cover
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et al.

Past trends 

et al.

et al.

Projections

et al.

Photo: © European Environment Agency
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5.6.4 Freshwater biodiversity and water quality

Note:

Source: Hickling et al.

Key messages 

zooplankton blooms are occurring one month 

the dominance of harmful cyanobacteria 

increased threats to the ecological status of lakes 

This may counteract nutrient load reduction 
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Note:

Source: Jöhnk et al.

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.0

0.6

1.2

1.8

0.0

0.6

1.2

1.8

M J J A S O
0.000

0.001

0.002

M J J A S O M J J A S O

10

5

0

T
e
m

p
e
ra

tu
re

 (
°
C
)

8

14

20

26

(c)

C
o
n
c
e
n
tr

a
ti
o
n
 

(1
0

1
2
 c

e
ll
s
 m

–
3
)

1956 (Cold) (b)(a)

Microcystis

1991 (Normal)

P
o
p
u
la

ti
o
n
 s

iz
e
 

(1
0

1
2
 c

e
ll
s
 m

–
2
)

2003 (Hot)

Green algae
Diatoms

10

5

0

D
e
p
th

 (
m

)

D
if
fu

s
iv

it
y
 (

m
2
s

–
1
)

1E-6

1E-5

1E-4

1E-3

1E-2

C
o
n
c
e
n
tr

a
ti
o
n
 

(1
0

1
2
 c

e
ll
s
 m

–
3
)

D
e
p
th

 (
m

)

Relevance



An indicator-based assessment

Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

Past trends

Northward and upward movement

et al.,

et al.

Change in species composition and abundance

et al.
et al.

et al.

et al.

Phenology changes

et al. et al. et al.

et al.

Invasive freshwater species 

Cylindrospermopsis 
raciborskii

et al.

Projections 

Cylindrospermopsis and Gonyostomum

et al.
et al. et al.

et al.
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Daphnia

Euro-limpacs
Trichoptera taxa 

Trichoptera

Trichoptera taxa sensitive to climate change in the European 

ecoregions

Note: Trichoptera taxa

Source: Hering et al.

Photo:

et al.
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5.7 Terrestrial ecosystems and 
biodiversity

5.7.1 Introduction

refugia

et al.

et al.,
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5.7.2 Distribution of plant species

Figure 5.31 Increase in species richness on 

in 20th century

Note:

pioneer species drive them out of their characteristic 

Source: Walther et al.

Key messages 

uphill distribution shifts of many European plant 

Europe are changing as pioneer species expand 

uphill and cold-adapted species are driven out 

Key messages

forests are likely to have contracted in the 

Relevance 

et al.

et al.

Past trends 
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et al.

Pinus 
sylvestris

et al.

Projections 

et al.

et al.

et al.

Note:

Source: Based on Bakkenes et al.
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5.7.3 Plant phenology

Figure 5.32 Phenological sensitivity to temperature changes

Note:

Source: Menzel et al.

Key messages 

The timing of seasonal events in plants is 

Key messages

As a consequence of climate-induced changes 

on average 10 days earlier and is longer than 

Relevance

et al.
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Quercus sp

Surrey (United Kingdom) 

Note:

Source:

Mar 21

Mar 31

Apr 10

Apr 20

Apr 30

May 10

May 20

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

Leafing date

2008

et al.

Past trends 

et al. et al.

et al.

et al.

et al.

Projections

Photo: © European Environment Agency



An indicator-based assessment

116 Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

5.7.4 Distribution of animal species

Key messages 

rates of distribution change are not necessarily 

possibly leading to a progressive decline in 

Key messages

Suitable climatic conditions for Europe's 

Relevance

et al.
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Past trends

et al.

et al.

et al. et al.,

et al.,

et al. Heodes
tityrus

et al.

et al.

Crocothemis erythraea

Projections

Note: Weighted composite population trends under climate 

an increase of their geographical range in the study 

modelled by averaging using three global climate 

Source: Gregory et al.
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et al.
et al.

et al.
et al.

et al.

amphibians in 2050

Note:

Source: et al.
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5.7.5 Animal phenology

Ficedula

hypoleuca)

Note:

Source:

advancement is particularly strong and rapid in 

generations of temperature-sensitive insects 

Key messages

young are not exposed to normal predation 

if the emergence of vulnerable young is not 

shorter hibernation times lead to declines in body 
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Relevance

et al.,

Past trends 

Ficedula hypoleuca

et al.

Projections
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5.7.6 Species-ecosystem relationships

Boloria titania) and 

its host plant American bistort (Polygonum bistorta)

Source: et al.

Key messages 

increasingly affected by climate change due 

Key messages

implications for range expansions of species 

and places additional pressures on those of 
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Map 5.34

(Boloria titania) and its host plant American bistort (Polygonum bistorta

Note: et al.

Source: et al.
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et al.

Past trends

et al.

Boloria titania

Polygonum bistorta et al.

Parnassius mnemosyne

Projections 

Boloria titania
Polygonum bistorta

et al. et al.,



An indicator-based assessment

124 Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

5.8 Soil

5.8.1 Introduction

4
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Soil biodiversity controls several processes such as 

most important potential impacts of climate change 

soil and sediment biodiversity is hidden beneath 

in models of climate change or adaptation plans 
et al.

et al.
diversity of soils is estimated to be greater than that 

et al.

The SCOPE Committee on Soil and Sediment 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Functioning recently 

diversity and ecosystem functioning in a series 

et al.
Hooper et al. et al.
the stages involved in soil ecosystem processes are 

2

release to the atmosphere depends to a large degree 

cycle and hence carbon pools and fluxes through the 
et al.

et al. et al.

Our understanding of the soil species involved in 

et al.
Convey et al.

demonstrated that a temperature rise results in an 

et al.

et al.

loss of tree species due to climate change might cause 

ecosystem transformations can affect the capacity of 

remediation and restoration takes an extremely long 
time and in some instances the loss of some species is 

Key messages Key messages Key messages
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5.8.2 Soil organic carbon 

1978 and 2003

Source: Bellamy et al.

Key messages 

in the EU contains around 71 gigatonnes 

in temperature and a reduction in moisture 

tend to accelerate the decomposition of organic 

carbon stocks in Europe and an increase in CO
2

out all the savings that other sectors of the 

economy are achieving to reduce anthropogenic 

Key messages

observed in measurements in various European 

soil to the CO
2

Adapted land-use and management practices 

could be implemented to counterbalance the 
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Relevance

et al. et al. et al.,

Past trends

Source: Smith et al.
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5.8.3 Soil erosion by water

Note:

Source:

Key messages Key messages

Soil erosion risk 
assessment for Europe
for the year 2000
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Past trends
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5.8.4 Water retention 

Map 5.38 Modelled soil moisture in Europe

Note:

Sources:

Key messages 

Water retention capacity and soil moisture 

and by a decline in soil organic matter due to 

both climate change and land-management 

reduction in summer soil moisture over 

Key messages

important to reducing the impacts of intense 
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Relevance

et al.

Past trends

Projections

over Europe

Note:

Source: Calanca et al.
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capability to support human communities and 

factors is scarce and the most common approach to 
assessing the sensitivity of soil to desertification and 

Climatic conditions make the Mediterranean region 
one of the areas most severely affected by land 

level of soil degradation is severe in most of the 

declared themselves as affected countries under 

slopes and the frequency of soil types susceptible 

cessation of soil erosion protection measures due to 

to remove 100 tonnes of soil from a hectare of 

Changes in data quality and the methodology of the 

*

the arid climate of northern Africa and the temperate 

in large-scale climatic factors could result in relatively 
large impacts on the climatic regime of Mediterranean 

result in an increase in arid and semi-arid climates 

climates could lead to quite different effects at local 
et al.

droughts and the increased incidence of forest fires 

increase the regional differences in terms of quality and 

Key messages Key messages 

of the Mediterranean and central-eastern 

prolonged drought periods and increased 

contributing to an increased risk of 

Key messages

summer droughts and the incidence of forest 

*
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5.9.1 Introduction

et al.,
et al. et al.
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et al.
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5.9.2 Growing season for agricultural crops

Note:

Source:

Key messages 

season of several agricultural crops in Europe 

yields and insect populations and favours 

Key messages

These observed facts are particularly important 

Relevance

et al.
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Past trends

et al.,
et al. et al.

et al.
et al. et al.

et al. et al.
et al. et al.

Source:

Photo: © European Environment Agency
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Projections

et al.

et al.,
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5.9.3 Timing of the cycle of agricultural crops (agrophenology)

Key messages 

expected to continue if temperatures continue to 

Key messages

reduce or avoid negative impacts of crop-cycle 

Note:

Source:

Relevance
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Past trends

et al.

et al.

Projections

Wine quality is determined by various parameters: 

cultivation techniques are most often responsible for 

variability and is responsible for variations in the 

increase sugar concentration and reduce disease 

Observed climate change during recent years has 

mainly to the increase in temperature and reduction 

possible impacts are:

Box 5.12 Grapevine phenology

Figure 5.37 Potential alcohol level 

Note: ne and 

Source: SchneiderSchneiderSchneider

Potential alcohol level of the wine (% v/v)
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5.9.4 Crop-yield variability

Figure 5.38 Agro-ecosystem processes and a changing climate

Key messages 

responsible for variations in crop suitability and 

variability of crop yields has increased as 

Key messages

and land management can act as risk-mitigating 

Note:

2

Source:
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et al.

et al. et al.,
et al.

Projections

et al.

Note: A small increase in temperature has a positive impact 

are used here to summarise results across studies 

Source: Eastering et al.

Photo:
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5.9.5 Water requirement

Key messages Key messages

Note:  ha-1 y-1 The map provides an estimate of the 

Source:

Relevance

Rate of change of the
meteorological water
balance 1975–2007

Volume of water balance
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Note:

Source:
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5.9.6 Forest growth

Key messages Key messages

alterations in competitive dynamics in forests 

increasing pest populations and further 

Note: Modelled to evaluate the change of habitat suitability coverage of the ten most dominant European Forest Categories 

Source: Casalegno et al.,

Relevance

et al.
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et al.

Past trends

et al.

et al. et al.

Projections

et al.

Warmer winter weather is likely to increase productivity
by extending the length of the growing season
(Cannell et al., 1998). 

Elevated atmospheric CO
2
 concentrations can have a 

fertilising effect. 

Cold and snow-related damage are likely to become
less common. 

Reduced summer rainfall may reduce tree growth and 
severe droughts may kill increasing numbers of trees.

Elevated atmospheric ozone concentrations may have
a negative impact on growth (Sitch et al., 2007; 
Karnosky et al., 2005).

Violent storms may occur more often, and more trees 
are likely to be damaged or blown down. 

Possible increase in spring frost damage as trees 
become more susceptible through earlier leafing.

Damage by forest fires and insect pests 
is projected to increase. 

Source:

Photo:
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5.9.7 Forest fire danger

Key messages Key messages

Note:

Source: Camia et al.

Relevance

et al.
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(1958–2006) of fire 
danger level (SSR) 
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Note:

Source: Camia et al.

Past trends 

et al.

Projections 

et al.

M
a
rc

h
-A

p
ri
l-

M
a
y

Ju
n
e
-J

u
ly

-A
u
g
u
s
t

S
e
p
te

m
b
e
r-

O
c
to

b
e
r-

N
o
v
e
m

b
e
r

1961–1990 2071–2100

Fire weather index (FWI) average Seasonal severity 
rating (SSR) 
average differences

Projected (2071–2100)
and control (1961–1900)
three-monthly fire danger
level in Europe for the 
IPCC SRES high emission 
A2 climate change
scenario

0.0

2.5

5

7.5

10

12.5

15

20

> 20

FWI scale SSR scale

– 1.3

0

0.3

0.5

1

2.5

5

10

> 10

(2071–2100)–(1961–1900



An indicator-based assessment

Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

5.10 Human health

5.10.1 Introduction

et al.

Photo: ©
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5.10.2 Heat and health 

Key messages Key messages

for the EU Member States for a high-emissions 
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et al.

Source: Matthies et al.
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et al.

Figure 5.44 Daily mortality rates in 15 European cities by apparent temperature in summer 

time

Note:

Source: Baccini et al.

Past trends 

et al.,
et al.

et al. et al.
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et al.

et al.

et al.

et al.

Projections 

et al.,

et al.

Photo:
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5.10.3 Vector-borne diseases

Key messages 

substantially over the past 15 years and is 

of additional outbreaks of Chikungunya and a 

tick-borne encephalitis are moving into higher 

Key messages

sandfly vector are occurring in several European 

Kingdom could increase the risk of local 

a significant increase in the number of days 

suitable for the survival of malaria vectors is 

Aedes albopictus 

Note:

Source: Based on Schaffner et al.

Relevance

Current distribution of 
the tiger mosquito 
(Aedes albopictus) in 
Europe, January 2008
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Aedes albopictus (the tiger mosquito) in 

Note:

Source: Based on Schaffner et al.

255229.5204178.5127.510276.55125.50 153

Areas of possible establishment of Aedes albopictus (the tiger mosquito) in Europe for 2010 and 2030

Left: maximum-change scenario for 2010; right: minimal-change scenario  for 2030
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Past trends

Mosquito-borne

Aedes albopictus 

et al.
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et al.
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et al.
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L. infantum

Projections

et al.,
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et al.
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5.10.4  Water- and food-borne diseases

Key messages 

cases of some food-borne diseases for 

temperature over a certain location-specific 

thousand cases of salmonella are expected in 

Key messages

climate change may result in outbreaks of 

Source: Kovats et al.
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et al.

et al.

Past trends 

et al.
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et al.,
et al. et al.

et al.

et al.

Projections 

Salmonella

et al.,
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6 Adaptation to climate change

Key messages 

of natural and human systems to current and 

occurs mainly at sub-national and local levels 

but involves all levels of decision-making from 

sectoral policies at European and national 

levels is key to a long-term reduction in the 

Key messages

landscapes and communities to climate change 

an enhanced sharing of information on current 

assess adaptation costs in order to support 

6.1 Europe needs to adapt

5
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GHG emissions

Potential impacts

Vulnerability

Adaptation

Sensitivity

Adaptive capacity

Willingness
to adapt

Mitigation

Climate change

Exposure

Socio-economic
and institutional

capacity

Human systems and
the natural environment

Source:
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6

7

6.2 Adaptation occurs at transboundary, 
sub-national and local levels
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6.3 From European and national 
strategies to regional and local 
implementation

8

10
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Countries Impacts,

vulnerability

and adaptation 

assessments

NAS under 

preparation

NAS

adopted

Austria Anpassungsstudie

Belgium SSD

Bulgaria

Czech Republic

Cyprus

Denmark Ministry of Climate and 
Energy

2008

Estonia ASTRA

Finland FINADAPT 2004

France GICC 2006

Germany

Greece Ministry of Environment 

Hungary VAHAVA 2008

Iceland VO

Ireland

Italy

Latvia ASTRA

Liechtenstein

Lithuania ASTRA

Luxembourg

Malta

Netherlands National Programme for 
Spatial Adaptation to 

Climate

2008

Poland
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Countries Impacts,

vulnerability

and adaptation 

assessments

NAS under 

preparation

NAS

adopted

Portugal SIAM

Romania

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain
coastlines

2006

CLIMATOOLS english/researchresults/researchprogrammes/

html

OcCC

Turkey

United Kingdom UK National Risk 

studies

2008
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change

7.1 Introduction
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Source:

Decreased winter heating (benefit) and reduced energy costs
Increased tourism opportunities (benefits) but reduced ski season
Increased forestry , agricultur al production (short -term)
Increased winter storm risk and economic damages

Northern Europe

Increased frequenc y
and magnitude of winter
floods (economic damages )

Re duced Alpine snow and
winter sports tourism and rev enues

Mediterranean/Southern Europe

Rising summer electricity use (cooling) and increased energy costs
Reduced water av ailability and losses or increased costs of supply
Increased forest fire risk (economic damages )

Re duced agricultural yields (economic losses)
Re duction in peak summer tourism (losses)
Increased health effects of heat -wav es
Impacts on ecosystem services

Rising risk of sea level rise
and coastal floods to European
coastlines (economic damages)
or rising costs of coastal protection
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Key messages 

12

changes in the sensitivity of human/societal 

Key messages

climate-related events have increased clearly 

change and economic development are the 

not possible to determine the proportion of the 

increase in damages that might be attributed to 

most severe effects of anthropogenic climate 

change on economic assets are expected in the 

11)

11

12

Relevance
et al.

et al.



170 Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

Note:

Source:
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Figure 7.1 Natural disasters in Europe 
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et al.

Projections

et al.
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et al.,

Photo:
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Key messages 

extreme flood events in recent years have 
14

floods in the United Kingdom in summer 2007 is 

Key messages

there is no homogeneous trend in extreme river 

economic factors clearly play an important role 
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Past trends

et al.

Projections

et al.
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7.4 Coastal areas

Key messages 

European cities exposed to sea-level rise and 

associated impacts on coastal systems is 

expected to be about 4 million and the exposed 

Key messages

potentially large increases in the risk of coastal 

in the range of 12 to 18 billion EUR/year for 

Europe in 2080 under the IPCC SRES A2 

adaptation could significantly reduce this risk to 

18
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and in the 2080s

Source:
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Key messages 

Economic consequences of climate change 

Evaluation studies of the economic consequences 

Key messages

They indicate that adaptation costs are generally 

et al.

et al.
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Key messages 

to have led to EUR 10 billion in economic losses 

Key messages

Agriculture

20

21
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Simulated crop yield changes by 2080s relative to the period 1961–1990 under the HadCM3/HIRHAM (left) and 
ECHAM4/RCA3 (right) A2 scenario
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et al.

Forestry

et al.
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7.7 Biodiversity and ecosystem goods and services

Key messages 

initiative 'The Economics of Ecosystems 

and Biodiversity' tentatively indicates that 

calculation captures a number of causes for 

Key messages

24
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7.8 Energy

Key messages 

energy demand from these changes is also 

determined by technical and socio-economic 

demand in northern Europe and increased 

Key messages

in northern Europe and a decrease by about 

be affected under changed climatic conditions 

Heating and cooling demand

25

26
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Source: Alcamo et al.

The United Kingdom. 
In London, the
typical air conditioned
office building is
estimated to increase
energy used for cooling
by 10 % by the 2050s,
and around 20 % by the
2080s (LCCP , 2002).

Mediterr anean. T wo to three fewer weeks a y ear will require heating
but additional two to three (along the coast) to five weeks (inland areas )
will need cooling by 2050 (Giannak opoulos et al., 2005).

South-east Mediterr anean. Up to 10 % decrease in energy heating requirement s
and up to 28 % increase in cooling requirements in 2030 (Cartalis et al., 2001).

Italy and Spain. Summer space cooling for air conditioning will effect electricity
demand with increase up to 50 % in Italy and Spain by 2080s .

Finland. Wintertime heating demand
estimated to decrease by 10 % in Finland
(Vajda et al., 2004) by 2021 to 2050.
Wintertime heating demand estimated to 
decrease by 20 to 30 % in Finland 
(Kirkinen et al., 2005) by 2100. 

Hungary and R omania. Wintertime heating 
demand estimated to decrease by 6 to 8 %
(Vajda et al., 2004) by 2021 to 2050. 

Central and southern Europe.
Increase in cooling for central
and southern Europe associated 
with an increase in inter -annual
variability by 2071 to 2100 
(Fronzek and Carter , 2007).

Greece. In Athens, estimate d
a 30 % increase in energy
demand by 2080 during July
due to air conditioning
(Giannakopoulous, 2006).

The United Kingdom.
2 °C warming by 2050 is
estimated to decrease fossil
fuel demand for winter spac e
heating by 5 to 10 % and 
electricity demand by 1 to 3 %
(Kirkinen et al., 2005).

Spain. P eaks in electricity
demand during summer
heatwaves are very lik ely to
equal or exceed peaks in
demand during cold winter
periods in Spain (López
Za fra et al., 2005)

Increase in cooling of 114 %
for Madrid by 2071 to 2100 
(Fronzek and Carter , 2007).

et al.
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Figure 7.7 Heating degree days in Europe 
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et al.

et al.

Figure 7.9

Source: Bresser et al.
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7.9 Tourism and recreation

Key messages 

upon the attractiveness of many of the 

that the suitability of the Mediterranean for 

Key messages

responses such as economic diversification 
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et al.

Source:
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7.10 Health

Key messages 

risk have already led to the introduction of 

Key messages

become insufficient at higher levels of risk or in 

et al.

et al.,
)

Photo: © Waldemar Jarosinski
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Key messages 

there is no one single 'true' cost but rather a 

Key messages

assessments rely on different methodologies for 

provide complementary estimates to better 
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needs

in situ

8.1 Introduction

Need to address uncertainty

Main types of uncertainty 

1. Incomplete knowledge 
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2. Insufficient observed trends 

3. Uncertainty in future socio-economic 
developments

et al.

Data and scenario requirements for adaptation 
planning
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8.2 Gaps in observations and 
uncertainties in projections

Atmosphere and climate 
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Sector

2004 report

Atmosphere and climate Storms and storm surges in Europe

Air pollution by ozone

Greenhouse gas concentrations

Cryosphere Greenland ice sheet

Mountain permafrost

droughts

biodiversity
Water temperature

Lake and river ice cover

Terrestrial ecosystems and 
biodiversity

Distribution of animal species Bird survival

Animal phenology

Species-ecosystem relationships

Soil Soil organic carbon Terrestrial carbon uptake *

Water retention

Agriculture and forestry

Timing of the cycle of agricultural crops 

Crop-yield variability 

Water requirement

Human health Water- and food-borne diseases

Economic sectors

Coastal areas

management

Biodiversity and ecosystem goods and services

Energy

Tourism and recreation

Health

Costs of climate change for society

Note:
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Indicator IPCC SRES Scenario Climate model

5.2 Atmosphere and climate

Global and European temperature A1B * 21 climate models

European precipitation A1B * 21 climate models

Temperature extremes in Europe A2

Precipitation extremes in Europe A1B Echam4

Storms and storm surges in Europe

Air pollution by ozone JRC analysis

5.3 Cryosphere

Glaciers B2 Alps: sensitivity study

Greenland ice sheet --- ---

Arctic sea ice * *
models

Mountain permafrost REMO

5.4 Marine biodiversity and ecosystems

Sea-level rise * * Different scenarios and 
models

Sea surface temperature A1B * Different models

Marine phenology --- ---

--- ---

5.5

A2 JRC analysis

A2 JRC analysis

A2 JRC analysis

5.6

Water temperature * * Different scenarios and 

temperature increase

Lake and river ice cover A2 RCM JRC analysis

A2 ---

5.7 Terrestrial ecosystems and biodiversity

Distribution of plant species A2 HadCM2

Plant phenology --- ---

Distribution of animal species A2

Animal phenology --- ---

Species-ecosystem relationship A2

5.8 Soil

Soil organic carbon A2 JRC analysis

--- ---

Water retention A2 JRC analysis

5.9

--- ---

Timing of the cycle of agricultural crops --- ---

Crop-yield variability --- ---

Water requirement --- ---

A1B

A2

5.10 Human health 

Heat and health A2

Vector-borne diseases Various IPCC model ensemble

Water- and food-borne diseases Various IPCC model ensemble

7

--- ---

disasters

Coastal areas A2 ECHAM4



Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

Indicator IPCC SRES Scenario Climate model

management
A2 WaterGAP model

Agriculture and forestry A2

Biodiversity and ecosystem goods and 
services

--- ---

Energy WaterGAP model

Tourism and recreation A2

Health ---

Costs of climate change for society Various --- IPCC 2007

Note:

Cryosphere

Marine biodiversity and ecosystems
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studies described in this report

Northern Europe, winter (DJF) 
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Water quantity

Water quality

Terrestrial ecosystems and biodiversity
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Soil

Agriculture and forestry
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Human health

et al.

et al.

et al. et al.

Economy

8.3 Future needs 

in situ
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climate change

Source:

Domain Essential climate variables

Atmospheric

Upper-air:

Composition:

Oceanic

Terrestrial
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Commission focus on climate change impacts in 
Europe or on providing the basis for assessing 

and impacts of climate change and predicting its 

to provide a basis for effective mitigation and 

Climate Change; FP6)
and disseminate potential adaptation measures 

Box 8.1  European climate change impacts and adaptation research

measures are even more complex because of the 
high number of options available through the human 

climate change conditions considering all potential 

ADAM (Adaptation and Mitigation Strategies: 
supporting European climate policy; FP6)

particular negotiations around a post-2012 global 



205Impacts of Europe's changing climate — 2008 indicator-based assessment

ACCELERATES (Assessing Climate Change 

Regional Analysis to The European Scale; FP5)

that represent biophysical and socio-economic 
processes of agro-ecosystems on the European 
scale and advanced methodologies at fine spatial 

responses to climate change of agro-ecosystems 

AMICA (Adaptation and Mitigation — an 
Integrated Climate Policy Approach; Interreg 
IIIC)
environmental policy designed to combine long-term 

adaptation measures on the local level as a means 
to improve coherence of decisions and allocation of 

ASTRA (Developing Policies & Adaptation 
Strategies to Climate Change in the Baltic Sea 
Region; Interreg IIIB)
assess regional impacts of continuing global climate 
change and develop strategies and policies for 

to elaborate adaptation and mitigation strategies 
it is essential to involve regional and local spatial 

ATEAM (Advanced Terrestrial Ecosystem 
Analysis and Modelling; FP5)

function of potential impacts and adaptive capacity 

scenarios of potential impacts and vulnerabilities of 

BRANCH (Biodiversity Requires Adaption in 

Interreg IIIB)

Europe is fragmented and past decisions limit 

BRANCH provides the guidance and evidence to 

CIRCE (Climate Change and Impacts Research: 
the Mediterranean Environment; FP6)

Box 8.1  European climate change impacts and adaptation research (cont.)

of climate change and evaluate the consequences of 
climate change for the society and economy of the 

Europe; FP6)
adaptation response must be informed by a coherent 

CASHh (Climate change and adaptation 

ClimChAlp (Climate Change, Impacts and 
Adaptation Strategies in the Alpine Space; 
Interreg III B)
supporting the political decisions regarding protection 
and natural disasters prevention due to climate 

FP5)
suite of methods and models that can be used to 

issues that are central to the implementation of the 

EDEN (Emerging Diseases in a changing 
European eNvironment; FP6)

can influence the spatial and temporal distribution 
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climate changes and their impacts; FP6)

system for climate change based on the principal 

the ensemble prediction system are intended to 

ESPACE (European Spatial Planning — Adapting 
to Climate Events
of spatial planning in enabling society to adapt to 

ESPACE has focused on managing climate change 

EUROLIMPACS (Evaluating the Impacts 

Ecosystems; FP6)
designed to assess the effects of future global 

research programme is relevant to the EU Water 

international directives and protocols and supports 

four main areas of investigation in Euro-limpacs are: 

tools for ecosystem management and cross-cutting 

GEMS (Global and regional Earth-system 
(Atmosphere) Monitoring using Satellite and 
in situ data; GMES initiative)
comprehensive monitoring and forecasting systems 
for trace atmospheric constituents important for 

the basis for value-added data and information 
services to be developed as part of Europe's Global 

European operational system for operational global 
monitoring of atmospheric chemistry and dynamics 
and an operational system to produce improved 
medium-range and short-range air-chemistry 

Climate change Impacts on BiodiverSity; FP6)

the impacts of climate change on biodiversity and 
develops methods to assess the potential impacts 

develops methods to identify habitats at greatest 

Box 8.1  European climate change impacts and adaptation research (cont.)

risks and to identify all habitats that buffer against 

COCONUT and ALARM identify policy options to stop 

the European Area; GMES initiative)
aims to develop by 2008 a European system for 
operational monitoring and forecasting the ocean 

in situ

MICRODIS (Integrated Health Social and 

Methods and Tools; FP6)

and prevention strategies in order to reduce the 

goals are to strengthen the scientific and empirical 

improve human resources and coping capacity in Asia 

Management under Uncertainty; FP6)

based on the hypothesis that IWRM cannot be realised 

Research is therefore focused on transformation 
processes of these elements in the transition to 

based on boTtom-up Analysis; FP6)
to make a multi-sectoral assessment of the impacts 
of climate change in Europe for the 2011–2040 and 

emphasis is on the economic costs of climate change 
in Europe based on physical impact assessment and 
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Prudence used several regional models to assess 

assessing the risks arising from changes in regional 

robust estimation of the likelihood and magnitude of 

Box 8.1  European climate change impacts and adaptation research (cont.)

including the Mediterranean rim countries of north 

a reference point for long-term strategic planning 

policymakers and stakeholders about emerging 

WATCH (Water and Global Change; FP6)

quantify and predict the components of the current 

resources related to the main societal and economic 
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Glossary

Glossary

Abrupt climate change

Aerosols

Adaptation

Adaptive capacity (in relation to climate change 
impacts)

Albedo

Anthropogenic

Atmosphere

Baseline/reference

Biosphere (terrestrial and marine)

Carbon cycle

Climate

Climate change
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Climate (change) scenario

Climate sensitivity

Climate system

Climate variability

Control run

Cost-benefit analysis 

Cryosphere

Desertification

Emission scenario
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Energy balance

Erosion

Extreme weather event

Feedback

Forecast

Global warming

Greenhouse effect 

Greenhouse gas (GHG) — 

,
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Gross domestic product — 

Hydrosphere

Land-use — 

Likelihood — 

Macroeconomic costs — 

Measures

Mitigation

North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO) — 

Palaeoclimate — 

Phenology

Projection

Radiative forcing — 

Reinsurance

Resilience

River discharge/streamflow — 

Runoff — 

Salinisation

Scenario

Sink

Socio-economic scenarios — 

Sustainable development — 
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Thermal infrared radiation — 

Thermohaline circulation — 

Threshold — 

Uncertainty

Vulnerability
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Summary

Impacts of a warming Arctic: Arctic Climate 

Impact assessment,

Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions 

— Adapting to climate change in Europe — options 

Synthesis report 

Contribution of Working Groups I, II and III to the Fourth 

Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change

Communication from the Commission to the 

European Parliament and the Council: Global Monitoring 

for Environment and Security (GMES): Establishing a 

GMES capacity by 2008 — (Action Plan (2004–2008)) 

/

and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions

and of the Council of 14 March 2007 establishing an 

Infrastructure for Spatial Information in the European 

/

Impacts of Europe's changing climate, An 

indicator-based assessment

e

Chapter 1 Introduction

Impacts of a warming Arctic: Arctic Climate 

Impact assessment, 

Impacts of Europe's changing climate, An 

indicator-based assessment

/

Synthesis report 

Contribution of Working Groups I, II and III to the Fourth 

Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change

 Global Outlook for Ice and Snow.

Chapter 2 The climate system and 
  human activities

Newsletter

Climate Change 2007: The Physical 

Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the 

Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change, 

Synthesis report 

Contribution of Working Groups I, II and III to the Fourth 

Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change

Climate Change 2007: The Physical 

Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Fourth 
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Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change 

Nature

Chapter 3 Observed climate changes 
  impacts

II to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental 

Climate 

Change 2007: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. 

Contribution of Working Group II to the Fourth Assessment 

Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

Nature

Chapter 4 Climate change impacts: 

gas concentration targets: costs versus certainty of limiting 

Global Environmental Change

20 20 by 2020: Europe's climate change 

opportunity. Communication from the Commission 

Climate change: the cost of inaction and the 

cost of adaptation

Climate Change 2001: Mitigation

Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science 

Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Fourth 

Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change

Climate Change 2007: Impacts, Adaptation 

and Vulnerability. Contribution of Working Group II to the 

Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel 

on climate Change

Climate Change 2007: Mitigation of Climate 

Change. Contribution of Working Group III to the Fourth 

Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panelon 

Climate change

Synthesis report 

Contribution of Working Groups I, II and III to the Fourth 

Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change

Special Report 

on Emissions Scenarios A Special Report of Working Group 

III of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

II to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental 

Confronting Climate Change: Avoiding 

the Unmanageable and Managing the Unavoidable

prepared for the United Nations Commission on Sustainable 

Climatic Change
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Science

Chapter 5 An indicator-based 
  assessment

Section 5.2 Atmosphere and climate

Impacts of a warming Arctic: Arctic Climate 

Impact assessment.

Interannual variationand trends in air pollution over Europe 

Tellus

Sensitivity of the ERA40 reanalysis to the observing system: 

determination of the global atmospheric circulation from 

Tellus

Energy 

Policy

Climatic 

Change

International Journal of Climatology 21: 

Climate Change 2007: The Physical 

Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the 

Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change. 

Extreme Temperatures 

and Precipitation in Europe: Analysis of a High-Resolution 

Climate Change Scenario

Journal of Geophysical 

Research 112

EEA Topic report

Climate 

Dynamic,

variability and trends in a regional climate change 

), Climate Dynamic,

Climatic Change

Atmospheric Environment

of the economic losses caused by ozone damage to crops 

CEH project No. C02309NEW. Centre for 

Ecology and Hydrology, Natural Environment Research 

Council

et al

Geophysical Monograph

Contribution of Working Group I to the Third Assessment 

Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change et al

imate Change 2007: The Physical Science 

Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Fourth 

Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change

Climate Change 2007: Impacts, Adaptation 

and Vulnerability. Contribution of Working Group II to the 

Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel 
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Errata

Page Column/line Incorrect Correct

5 2/2 from bottom Streffen Steffen

5 2/19 Ronald Roland

6 1/30  Rahmstorff Rahmstorf 

6 1/10 from bottom Contributors: Katalin 

Bódis (JRC/IES) 

7 1/9  Renault Renauld

7 1/14 from bottom Luc Feyen 

(JRC/IES)

Luc Feyen, Katalin Bódis 

(JRC/IES)

7 2/5 Ulstein Ullstein

7 2/21 Bruning Bruening

42 1/7 from bottom IPCC, 2007c IPCC, 2007a 

63 2/1 from bottom Nesje et al., 2007 Nesje et al., 2008 

66 2/9 Hurtl-Wielke Hirtl-Wielke 

79 1/3 Church et al.,

2006

Church and White, 2006 

84 2/15 IPCC, 2007 IPCC, 2007a 

84 2/23 IPCC, 2007 IPCC, 2007a 

97 2/1 from the end Dankers and 

Feyen, 2008 

Dankers and Feyen, 2008b

132 Second Key message (for 2070 – 2100) (for 2071 – 2100). 

133 2/6 from bottom (2070 – 2100) (2071 – 2100) 



Missing ref in Cryosphere References, but it exists in the text: (p 70,  2col/1 line) 

Lawrence, D. M.; Slater, A. G.; Romanovsky, V. E.  and Nicolsky, D. J., 2008. The 

sensitivity of a model projection of near-surface permafrost degradation to soil column 

depth and inclusion of soil organic matter, In press J. Geophys. Res. 

Missing ref in Marine References, but it exists in the text: (p 91,  2col/18 line) 

MacKenzie, B. R., Gislason, H., Möllmann, C., and Köster, F. W. 2007. Impact of 21st 

century climate change on the Baltic Sea fish community and fisheries. Global Change 

Biology, 13: 1-20. 

Missing ref in Water quality, but it exists in the text: (p 109,  2col/5 line) 

Manca, M.; Portogallo, M.; Brown, M. E., 2007: Shifts in phenology of Bythotrephes 

longimanus and its modern success in Lake Maggiore as a result of changes in climate 

and trophy. Journal of Plankton Research, 29 (6): 515-525. 

Missing ref in Agriculture and forestry, but it exists in the text: (p 146,  2col/7 line) 

Eastaugh, C., 2008. IUFRO Occasional Paper No. 21: Adaptations of Forests to Climate 

Change: A Multidisciplinary Review ISSN 1024-414X 

Map 5.4 Observed changes in annual precipitation (p 45) 
Add to note:  The yellow color indicates that the trend 1961 – 2006 is not significant at level 25% 

Figure 5.17 Temperature distribution within a mountain range containing permafrost (p 74) 
Incorrect: Source: Gruber, 2007.  Correct: Source: Gruber and Haeberli, 2007 

Figure 5.27 Water temperatures in four selected European rivers and lakes in the 20th century (p 103) 
Incorrect: Source:  ... ,Hohensinner; Correct: Source: ..., Hohensinner et al., 2006 

Map 5.39 Title: wrong (2070-2080); correc 2100) (p 133) t: (2071-
Incorrect: Source:  ...(2070-2100); correct (2071-2100)


