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Foreword

Throughout history, people have moved to adjust to changes in their environment, 
but more recently climate change and its impacts have sparked renewed interest among 
academics and the international community in the relationship between migration, the 
environment and climate change. This nexus is complex: environmental changes can 
drive migration; however, economic, social and cultural push factors are often difficult to 
isolate from environmental ones. In addition, migration inversely affects the environment 
in the place of destination. Other factors such as population growth, poverty, governance, 
human security and conflict further complicate the relationship between migration, the 
environment and climate change. The complexities of the migration–environment nexus 
call for a comprehensive approach in research, policy and practice.

Compiled at the Institute of Geography of the University of Neuchatel (Switzerland), 
the CLIMIG database is the first comprehensive collection of resources which specifically 
concentrates on migration, the environment and climate change. Books, journals, scientific 
papers, case studies and reports are all included, which are useful for those who want an 
introduction to this topic and also for those requiring more detailed resources in specific 
areas of the migration–environment nexus. The bibliography has various subheadings to 
make it user-friendly.

This publication is a first step, which will soon be followed by a book entitled People 
on the Move in a Changing Climate (Springer and IOM). The CLIMIG database will also be 
continuously updated with future worldwide publications. We hope that this bibliography 
will serve as a valuable resource for all those interested in learning more about the migration, 
environment and climate change nexus.

Frank Laczko      Etienne Piguet
Head, Migration Research Division   Director, Institute of Geography 
International Organization for Migration (IOM)  Université de Neuchâtel
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