
 

 

How can social protection address regular 

climate-related risks in the Sahel? 
The effects of climate change are increasingly apparent in many Sahel countries.  Relief efforts during crises and 

in response to everyday deprivation have been largely led by outside actors.  However, many Sahel governments 

have now adopted national strategies for social protection, providing new opportunity for them to establish basic 

guarantees and incorporate lessons from neighbouring countries on addressing climate-related risks. 

Recurrent food crises have become a regular feature of life in the Sahel. 

Following decades of drought, increasing temperatures and erratic rainfall brought on by 

climate change have made recurrent food crises a regular feature of life in the Sahel. 

Extreme rainfall events have become more frequent over the last decade, with instances 

of flash flooding and soil erosion increasing. 

Many Sahel countries have developed national strategies for social protection. 

International actors play a large role in providing protection in many Sahel countries.  

Increasingly, however, countries are developing national social protection strategies that 

would provide protections for a range of risks, including those related to climate change. 

Countries can design and implement social protection systems with 

measures for relief in anticipation of or following climate-related shocks. 

With the consideration of several climate factors when designing and implementing 

social protection systems, including social protection floors, Sahel countries can provide 

essential protections for all, while also addressing specific climate-related risks. 

International actors must be ready to incorporate climate considerations 

into social protection technical assistance. 

Following climate discussions in Paris, the international community is now tasked with 

integrating climate factors into efforts to extend essential and sustainable social 

protection coverage in the Sahel and elsewhere. 
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