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Consultation II – Learning through Youth 
 

 
1. Introduction  

 
The second consultation under the Dialogue Space on Learning through Youth was held on 18th 
October 2022. The overall aim of this consultation was to bring together interested UN CC:Learn 
partners and other relevant stakeholders to discuss ACE priorities and activities for COP27 related to 
strengthening youth capacity and networks on climate change. 
 
The objectives of the meeting were to: 

• Discuss ACE priorities and activities for COP27 
• Explore synergies and coordinate around work on youth and climate change. 

 
The Head of the UN CC:Learn Secretariat, Mr. Angus Mackay opened the event. He highlighted that 
UNITAR will run the Climate Classroom initiative to provide short introductions to many topics that are 
discussed in the negotiations and beyond and give time for delegates and other interested participants 
to reflect on them. As part of this initiative, this year young people will take the lead to deliver three 
classes. In addition, UN CC:Learn launched a youth survey targeting anyone up the age of 35 years 
old to better understand what kind of products young people are looking for to advance their skills, take 
effective climate action and participate in the climate debate. Over 2,000 responses have been received 
so far. 
 

2. Opportunities for Collaboration  
 
The discussion was contextualized through a highlight presenting the Youth Dialogue on Adaptation 
Action organized by the Global Center on Adaptation (GCA), delivered by Ms. Adriana Valenzuela, 
Thematic Lead - Youth Leadership and Education at GCA, followed by an overview of UN CC:Learn 
planned activities for COP27, introduced by the UN CC:Learn Secretariat.  
 
Highlight: GCA’s Youth Dialogue on Adaptation Action  
 
The event was illustrated through the following video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxZr-9_g9Iw  
 
Ms. Valenzuela then noted the GCA, in collaboration with youth organizations, organized this event in 
2022 to identify good practices, ideas and recommendations from youth to contribute and shape the 
adaptation agenda. Preceded by a series of consultations, the Dialogue brought together young leaders 
from 23 countries around the world. The main recommendations include to: (1) advance adaptation 
education; (2) promote the role of youth in adaptation negotiations and activities; (3) create more jobs 
for young people and (4) enhance access to funding. The youth is calling to have a sub-COP on youth 
and include adaptation education. So, education could be part of the global adaptation framework. At 
COP27, GCA will present the recommendations and submit them to the adaptation negotiators.  
 
Open Discussion 
 

• UN CC:Learn Secretariat: What can be done to link the Youth Climate Dialogue (YCD) initiative 
and the GCA initiatives? It was suggested to explore this further through bilateral discussions. 

• UN CC:Learn Secretariat: It is important to put adaptation education at the center of the 
discussion. The survey already shows that young people feel unprepared to make a life and a 
living. We need to find a way to do more in this area. 

• GCA: the may question is how we can highlight adaptation education under the adaptation 
agenda. Submissions are often invited and even if there is no call, it is still possible to provide 
submissions. We could be involved this year and next year to make sure adaptation education 
is on the agenda for COP28. 

 
UN CC:Learn at COP27 
 
UN CC:Learn will actively participate in COP27 and support multiple events, including: 



 4 

• The Presidency in-session event “implementing the ACE framework” on 15th November (ACE 
Day). UN CC:Learn has offered its support and has suggested a speaker from Ethiopia for 
consideration as part of the panel of speakers. 

• UNITAR Side Events: 1) Accelerating the circular economy agenda to tackle climate change 
and foster economic transformation (9th November, 11:30-13:00); 2) Scaling up innovative 
finance and solutions for accelerated adaptation in LDCs, SIDS and Africa (11th November, 
13:15-14:45). 

• UN CC:Learn global, regional and national partners’ side events. 
• The UN CC:Learn West Africa Hub informal roundtable on national budgeting for climate 

change learning will be held on 15th November. This will bring together the representatives from 
the 13 WAH member countries, other interested countries from the region, as well as UN 
Agencies, to discuss and share experience of the financing of climate change education and 
training. Additional details will be shared with UN CC:Learn partners closer to the date. 

• UN CC:Learn will have bilateral meetings with partners and other relevant stakeholders.  
• UN CC:Learn will be hosting a COP27 dinner of 16th November. All are welcome and more 

information will be shared soon.  
 
Furthermore, UN CC:Learn will organize a 10th edition of its Climate Classroom initiative. The Climate 
Classroom is a regular feature of UN CC:Learn’s engagement in COP and beyond. It includes a series 
of 45-minute introductory classes on climate change issues - an “espresso-shot” of knowledge for COP 
attendees and other interested professionals. This year’s COP will see the highest number of classes 
so far, with over 20 sessions, including three youth-led (by YOUNGO and the Future Leaders Network) 
and one on green jobs for young people organized by ILO. Also, the Climate Classroom generally 
gathers a significant number of young people in the audience, interested in learning more on different 
topics. This year’s programme covers topics ranging from climate change adaptation, climate change 
and human rights, humanitarian energy to early warning systems, e-waste and climate change 
communications. Most classes will take place online (via Zoom), with 1-2 in person at the COP27 venue. 
This edition is organized in collaboration with 15 organizations, including the CIF, FAO, the Future 
Leaders Network, GCA, ILO, ITU, MEECE, OHCHR, UNEP, UNITAR,  WHO, WMO, WRI, WTO, 
YOUNGO.  
 
More information on the Climate Classroom will be made available on UN CC:Learn’s COP27 webpage. 
 

3. Discussions on COP27 
 
After these interventions, the floor was opened for participants to share their feedback, thoughts, as 
well as plans for COP27.  

 
1. Climate Youth Negotiators Programme (CYNP) 
• CYNP, as a programme of the Future Leaders Network, will collaborate with UN CC:Learn as 

part of the Climate Classroom initiative. 
• CYNP will be supporting 56 youth negotiators from 26 countries in participating in the 

negotiations. The team will assist the negotiators and ensure they have a sense of belonging 
and can make the most of the event as many of them will be attending COP for the first time.  

• CYNP will be also involved in 20 side events. 
 

2. NDC Partnership 
• The NDC Partnership will host three core events focused on finance, investment planning, and 

climate commitments. In addition, the Partnership will launch a thematic call on low emissions. 
• The NDC Partnership is looking into the data to support countries in integrating ACE into NDC 

enhancement and implementation.  
• They are also looking for resources and platforms focusing on youth and climate change to add 

to the NDC Partnership website. 
 

3. YOUNGO  
• YOUNGO will deliver one climate classroom in partnership with UN CC:Learn.  
• They have five side events planned in different pavilions as well as workshops on climate 

finance for youth.  
• They will also participate in the high-level opening during Youth Day. 
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4. SDC 
• SDC is organizing a range of activities at COP27, including a side event on early prevention.  

 
5. GCA 
• GCA is interested in connecting with CYNP and the negotiators they will support at COP27.  
• GCA is also happy to support the Climate Classroom initiative. 

 
6. UN CC:Learn Secretariat 
• There has been an important shift in the role of youth organizations at COP in the past years. 

If, during the first COP meetings, youth organizations were attending as invitees, now they are 
engaged in a much more decisive role. Youth organizations were able to develop expertise, 
apply it in the negotiations and bring partners together.  

• Partners are invited to share their events and side events at COP27 with UN CC:Learn. UN 
CC:Learn can share them among its networks and channels. 

• UN CC:Learn has recently launched a number of new learning products on its e-learning 
platform such as a COP27 updated version of the Climate Change Negotiations and Health 
course and courses on Food Waste and e-Waste. These could certainly be referenced on the 
NDC Partnership website, as relevant. 

 
4. Conclusion and Next Steps  

 
• UN CC:Learn Secretariat: The Dialogue Space provided today a coordination space for COP27. 

Next year, the idea is to also use this space in a creative way to develop new ideas and go 
deeper on a common topic. The UN CC:Learn Secretariat is exploring options to identify a 
charismatic person to chair this space and provide further inspiration and direction. Suggestions 
are very welcome. Also, if partners have ideas of topics they would like to discuss in this space 
they are invited to share them. The main goal is to create a space to think the unthinkable and 
reflect on how we can make a difference. 

• YOUNGO: Agree with the element of co-creation. YOUNGO would be very interested in doing 
this together as the official children and youth constituency of the UNFCCC and the network of 
youth and children all around the world.  

• YOUNGO: Suggested discussing opportunities for collaboration on the development of 
dedicated capacity-building programmes on climate change after COP27. Also, they would be 
interested in discussing YOUNGO’s climate finance academy bilaterally with the UN CC:Learn 
Secretariat.  

• YOUNGO was involved in capacity-building for young people at the Regional Climate Weeks. 
A summary of the discussions was released by UNDP and can be shared. 

 
Next Steps 

 
• UN CC:Learn will share the report of this consultation with the group. 
• UN CC:Learn will share information about the initiatives/activities organized by partners at 

COP27 with the group. 
• Partners can share their activities or links to activities they will deliver at COP27 and UN 

CC:Learn can also disseminate through its channels. 
• The next consultation meeting will be held after COP27. 
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Annex 1 – Agenda 
UN CC:Learn Dialogue Space  
– Learning through Youth – 

 
Tuesday, 18 October 2022 

(3pm – 4:30pm CEST) 
 

Online 
 
The UN CC:Learn partnership is scheduling a 1h30 group consultation with interested UN CC:Learn 
partners and other relevant stakeholders to discuss ACE priorities and activities for COP27, with a focus 
on strengthening youth capacity and youth networks to actively participate and take informed action for 
climate change, and explore synergies and opportunities for collaboration.  
 
 
Agenda: 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

 
3:00 - 3:15  • Welcoming remarks  

• Tour de table  
• Objectives and agenda  

 
Opportunities for Collaboration 

 
 
3:15 - 4:20   • Highlight: GCA Youth Dialogue on Adaptation Action 

• Presentation: UN CC:Learn activities for COP27  
• Moderated discussion: 

Ø Partner activities at COP27  
Ø Identification of synergies and opportunities for collaboration  

 
Conclusion 

 
 
4:20 - 4:30  
  

• Summary of key points 
• Wrap-up and next steps 
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Annex 2 – Presentation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME

UN CC:Learn COP27 Consultation  
– Learning through Youth 

18 October 2022

3:00 – 4:30 p.m. CEST



Opening Remarks

Mr. Angus Mackay

Head, UN CC:Learn Secretariat
Director, Division for Planet

United Nations Institute for Training 
and Research (UNITAR)



Tour de Table



Meeting 
Objectives

• Discuss ACE priorities and 
activities for COP27

• Explore synergies and 
coordinate around work on 
youth and climate change



Agenda

• Introduction

• Opportunities for 
Collaboration
• Highlight – GCA Youth 

Dialogue on Adaptation Action
• UN CC:Learn @ COP27 
• Moderated discussion

➢ Partner activities at COP27
➢ Identification of synergies and 

opportunities for collaboration 

• Conclusion



• We encourage you to keep the camera on at all times 
in order to facilitate effective communication.

• Please mute your microphone when you are not 
speaking.

• Please use the "raise your hand" function in the 
toolbar if you would like to intervene and wait for the 
host to give you the floor.

Technical issues: please contact Lucas Terra through the 
private chat or via email.

Online Etiquette



Opportunities  
for Collaboration



Highlight – GCA Youth 
Dialogue on Adaptation Action 

Ms. Adriana Valenzuela

Thematic Lead -Youth Leadership and Education
Global Center on Adaptation (GCA)





UN CC:Learn @ COP27

• High-level side event on ACE (15 Nov)
• Partner side events

• West Africa Hub roundtable on 
national budgeting for climate 
change learning

• Bilateral meetings

• UN CC:Learn dinner



Climate Classroom 
@ COP27

• 45-minute introductory classes on key
climate change topics

• 24 classes (online or face-to-face)

• 15 organizations: CIF, FAO, Future Leaders 
Network, GCA, ILO, ITU, MEECE, OHCHR, UNEP, 
UNITAR,  WHO, WMO, WRI, WTO, YOUNGO



Discussion



Summary of Key 
Points and Next Steps



Thank you!
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Annex 3 – List of Participants 
 
1. Global UN CC:Learn Partners 
 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Secretariat 
 
May Aboushama 
Action Empowerment Unit 
Gender, Youth and ACE 
P.O. Box 260124 D-53153  
Bonn, Germany 
Email: MAboushama@unfccc.int 
 
2. Non-UN Partners 
 
Climate Youth Negotiator Programme 
 
Heeta Lakhani 
Co-Founder 
Youth Negotiators Academy 
Email: heeta.lakhani@youthnegotiators.org 
 
Marie-Claire Graf  
Co-Founder 
Youth Negotiators Academy 
Email: marie-claire.graf@youthnegotiators.org 
 
Global Center on Adaptation 
 
Adriana Valenzuela 
Thematic Lead  
outh Leadership and Education 
Antoine Platekade 1006 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands  
Email: Adriana.Valenzuela@gca.org 
 
NCD Partnership 
 
Hannah Girardeau  
Gender and Youth Associate 
10 G Street, NE Suite 800  
Washington, DC 20002 United States 
Email: Hannah.Girardeau@ndcpartnership.org  
 
MIET Africa 
 
Ashwell Mberi 
59 Henwood Road, Morningside  
Durban, South Africa 
Email: ashwell@miet.co.za 
 
Charity Banda 
59 Henwood Road, Morningside  
Durban, South Africa 
Email: charity@miet.co.za 
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Croxley Nkhoma 
59 Henwood Road, Morningside  
Durban, South Africa 
Email: croxley@miet.co.za 
 
Jennifer Norris 
59 Henwood Road, Morningside  
Durban, South Africa 
Email: jen@miet.co.za  
 
Tanyaradzwa Chatyoka 
Climate Change Specialist 
59 Henwood Road, Morningside  
Durban, South Africa 
Email: tanya@miet.co.za 
 
YOUNGO 
 
Karishma Ansaram 
YOUNGO Contact Point  
Finance & Market Working Group 
Email: karishma.ansaram9@gmail.com 
 
Saher Rashid Baig 
YOUNGO Contact Point  
Nationally Determined Contribution Working Group 
Email: saher.baig@unmgcy.org  
  
3. Swiss Government 
 
Patrick Sieber  
Climate Change & Environment Network Focal Point  
Global Programme Climate Change and Environment Division (GPCCE)  
Freiburgstrasse 130 
Bern, Switzerland 
Email: patrick.sieber@eda.admin.ch 
 
4. UN CC:Learn Secretariat 
 
Angus Mackay 
Director 
Planet Division  
Avenue de la Paix, 7bis, CH-1211 
Geneva, Switzerland 
Email: angus.mackay@unitar.org 
 
Cristina Rekakavas 
Specialist 
Green Development and Climate Change Programme 
Avenue de la Paix, 7bis, CH-1211 
Geneva, Switzerland 
Email: cristina.rekakavas@unitar.org 
 
Josefina Ashipala 
Green Development and Climate Change Programme 
Avenue de la Paix, 7bis, CH-1211 
Geneva, Switzerland 
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Email: josefina.ashipala@unitar.org  
Julia Villalba  
Green Development and Climate Change Programme 
Avenue de la Paix, 7bis, CH-1211 
Geneva, Switzerland 
Email: julia.villalba@unitar.org  
 
Lisa Maina 
Green Development and Climate Change Programme 
Avenue de la Paix, 7bis, CH-1211 
Geneva, Switzerland 
Email: lisa.maina@unitar.org 
 
Lucas Terra 
Green Development and Climate Change Programme 
Avenue de la Paix, 7bis, CH-1211 
Geneva, Switzerland 
Email: lucas.terra@unitar.org  
 




