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A world without hunger needs disaster risk reduction
Disasters Drive Hunger

Natural disasters are a leading cause of
hunger. Disasters affect the economic and
physical access to food, the availability and
stability of supplies, and nutrition.

The Most Vulnerable Face Chronic
Hunger and Poverty

Eighty percent of the world’s 795 million
hungry people live in fragile areas prone to
disasters. When a disaster strikes, impacts
include loss of homes, productive assets, and
crops, as well as destitution and displacement.
For food insecure communities, disasters can
quickly turn into a food and nutrition crisis,
which can take several years for people to
recover from.

Reducing Disaster Risk

Disaster Risk Reduction is a prerequisite for
sustainable development and for eliminating
hunger. Without ensuring the most vulnerable
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and their assets are protected from disaster
risk, they cannot begin to build their
resilience, reduce the risks they face and
become food secure.

WFP and Disaster Risk Reduction

Disaster risk reduction is a core part of WFP’s
mandate and mission. About half WFP’s
programmes address the risks of natural
disasters and their impacts on food
security, reaching approximately
80 million people each year.
WFP is a leading innovator in the area of
food security and disaster risk reduction
and has pioneered cutting edge emergency
preparedness and early warning systems that
have been adopted globally. WFP has also led
the application of innovative risk financing
tools, such as index insurance, in disaster
response and safety nets.
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WFP implements concrete disaster risk
reduction activities ranging from:
• Emergency preparedness, response and
recovery. WFP’s emergency preparedness
and planning help to ensure readiness to
respond to disasters and to reduce their
impact on vulnerable populations. WFP
also provides critical global capacities to
support emergency response including
logistics, information and communications
technologies, and food security coordination.
• Building resilience and protecting the
most vulnerable. Working with governments
and partner agencies, WFP implements asset
creation activities which support a range of
food security-related disaster risk reduction
efforts such as soil and water conservation,
the development and rehabilitation of flood
protection infrastructure, and rehabilitation of
roads.
• Support to safety nets and social
protection. Social protection mechanisms
including safety nets are powerful policy
options for managing the risk of natural
disasters and supporting pro-poor climate
change adaptation. WFP supports the
development and implementation of scalable
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and flexible food security and nutritionrelated safety nets and social protection
systems.
• Food security analysis and monitoring,
and early warning. WFP helps governments
to implement advanced food security
monitoring systems to track food security,
nutrition, market indicators and hazards to
provide effective analysis to support disaster
preparedness, prevention and response.
• Capacity development and South-South
Cooperation. WFP works with governments
to develop capacity in disaster risk reduction
in humanitarian assistance, food and
nutrition security, livelihood support,
vulnerability analysis, emergency
preparedness, social protection and safety
nets, and resilience building.

Partnerships

WFP has strong partnerships with governments,
communities, regional and international
organisations, non-governmental organisations,
and the private sector. These operational and
strategic partnerships are crucial to ensure
communities and nations can access the right
combination of disaster risk reduction and
management support.
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